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Discussion 15.1
The course reading enlightened me about writing, especially about precise writing, avoiding plagiarism, and various document formats. However, some concepts turned out to be problematic while I prepare for my final examination. One of the areas that I would like to get more clarity about pertains to sales letter writing. During learning, it was indicated that the sales letters should not have long opening passages. Other sources claim that the letter should have detailed information to clarify a product or service. Also, our reading emphasized that the writing of sales letters should be free from exaggeration and distortion.  I understood clearly the avoidance of information distortion. However, I need more clarity on exaggeration because I thought such letters require some levels of creativity that can be availed by a certain degree of exaggeration. 
When we learned about the global application, it was stressed that a writer should consider other writers who do not speak English as their first language. The readings stated that a writer could use Wikipedia to locate non-native or non-American for an expanded definition. My major concern pertains to the use of Wikipedia as a source of writing. Most instructors discourage the use of Wikipedia as an academic source (Sahut & Tricot, 2017). They claim that the source is not credible. Some professors even threaten to award a zero if the use of Wikipedia is detected. My question is, can I use Wikipedia as a reference source in my coursework? Lastly, we learned that while writing summaries, one can use other people’s documents to summarize them as part of their work.  I would like to know more about how to go about avoiding plagiarism.
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